
A Family History Lesson
Presented by

David Harden



Introduction
Beall High School Class of 1970 

AA Allegany Community College

BS Ed, History Major, Frostburg State  

• Iota Iota Chapter, National History Honors Society

US Marine Corps / US Army Retired

US Government Retired, Program Assistant

• Chemical, Biological and Nuclear Nonproliferation

Morgan County, WV Historical and Genealogy Society

Allegany County, MD Historical and Genealogy Society

Several On-Line History Forums and Genealogy 

Associations

• Western MD History, Western Maryland Genealogy

• Mt. Savage History Website and others

Company of Military Historians

   



Contents

• Why Genealogy?

• How to Start Family Trees?
• Examples
• Family Name Lists

• Where to Start Genealogy?
• Bible Records
• Military Service Records
• Cemetery Visits

• Interesting Issues & Examples

• Questions



Why Genealogy?

• History Class at ACC in 1976
• Assignment from Sister Mary Alice
• Follow On project with Esther Doerr at FSC

• Roots TV show airing, and was very popular

• Personal Interests
• History Major
• Avid Reader
• Military Service

• Begatitudes
• Genesis, Chronicles, Matthew



How to Start Family Trees?

• Start with Yourself

• Dates, Facts, Places

• Simple Family Tree

• 3 or more Generations
• Usually still exist

• Hourglass Tree 

• Up and Down

• Pie Charts and others

• Family Name Lists











Family Name List

•Harden
•Mosier
• Largent
•Winebrenner
•Newmeyer
• Bernard

• Humbertson

• Trimble
•Hook
• Brown
•Arnold
•Houston
•Workman

•Skidmore
• Weitzell

•Cunningham
• Hamilton
• Caldwell
• Workman

•Miller
•Durst
•Recknor
•Ferrare 



Names are often spelled differently

Given Names are problems when they repeat

 Charles, Elijah, Samuel, John, George, Elwood

Nicknames also confuse records

 Charles – Jessie

 Jessie Earl – Dick

 John – Pappy

 Robert – Mickey

 Elwood – Eddie

Always look for Provenance

You want a high percentage of proof on names and dates

Birth and death records are good sources. 

Written sources, documents are good



Where to Start Genealogy?

• Family Picnics, Stories, Christmas Letters
• Family Documents, Bibles

• Birth, Marriage, Death Records

• Family Registry Books in Asia 

• Cemeteries
• Memorial Day Tradition to visit

• Official Records
• Courthouses, Archives, Obitituaries
• Census Reports, Military Records 
• Community and College Libraries

• Genealogy Section, Local History Books

• Computer (Ancestry, MY DNA, etc)



Family Picnics



Family Picnics



Family Bibles

Harden Bible - 1875 

Belonged to John & 

Caroline Harden

Given down to:

Samuel & Josephine,

Charles & Mabel,

William & Gladys,

and now: David & Lee

Luke 22:20



HARDEN





Harden

Bible

Birth Records

3 Generations

John, born 1828 

is GGGFather of

David Harden 



Skidmore Bible

Record Page

Inside back cover says

“Presented to Francis &

Jennet Skidmore

August the 6th 1867

 by Noah Skidmore”

Noah born 1816

 is GGGFather of

David Harden



Trimble Bible 

On Display

At The Evergreens

Museum

Bible is circa 1887

Winfield Scott Trimble is 

Uncle to David Harden’s

Grandmother

Mable Georgeanna Trimble



Trimble Home, the Evergreens, Mt Savage, MD 



Military Service

French & Indian Wars  Skidmore

Revolution   Durst, Recknor

War of 1812   Durst

Texas Independence        Houston

Civil War - USA & CSA     Skidmore, Durst, Trimble

Span/Am War Era  Miller

WWI    Beeghley, Harden

WWII    Harden, Skidmore

Korea    Broadwater, Spataro

     Vietnam    Harden, Skidmore, Jensen

     Gulf Wars - Today  Harden

   

Archives, Enlistments, Discharge Records



Look for Military Records

Usually have correct:

Names

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Entry Address

Physical Information

Education Information



John Skidmore

Co. Captain during 1755 

Lord Dunsmore’s War 

Battle of Point Pleasant

Served as Colonial Judge

and Representative

Helped establish

Pendleton County in VA

GGGGGUncle 



Point Pleasant National Park, Point Pleasant, WV



• John Skidmore

• GGGGGUncle

• Buried in Pendleton 

      County WV

Other markers are 
flagstone and river 
rocks.



Andrew Skidmore

Indian Fighter



John Durst

War of 1812

MD Militia



James M. Skidmore

182d Ohio Infantry

Enlisted 

Camp Chase Ohio

Brother Francis also

Served in same unit

(Skidmore Bible)

GAR Items 



James Skidmore

Grand Army of the Republic

GAR Certificate

Referred to as Discharge

Similar to VFW Certificate

Fought and wounded

 at Battle of Bloody Run





James Miller

US Navy

1907 – 1911

Brother of Viola Miller Skidmore







James Barthol Miller, Jr

Barthol was my Mother’s cousin

US Army, WWII

Midge lived in Frostburg

Father of Sandy Miller

Sandy provided a lot of help



Cemetery Visits
• Tombstones usually provide names and dates and some relation 

information
• Memorial Park, Frostburg, MD

• Eckhart, MD

• Porter’s, Eckhart MD

• Episcopal Church, Mt Savage, MD 

• Wellersburg, PA

• Salisbury, PA

• Markleysburg, PA

• Grantsville, MD

• Sutton, WV

• Cemeteries may be overgrown

• Go out on Memorial Day



George Harden

Wellersburg, PA

Died May 8 1880

Lists AGED

Years and Months

Do the math

Born About 1799

GGGGFather



Anne Harden

Markleysburg, PA

Daughter of George

Sister of GGGF 

John Harden

Anna’s father George 

(GGGGF) 

Lived with her when 

he was elderly



Beeghly (Beechy) 

5 Generations of

Ministers

Photo of Elder’s 

Son in Law

Sister Beeghly was 

My GGGAunt



  GGGFathers 

John Harden (GGGFather)  His Grave is Unfound

(Wife Hannah Caroline Winebrenner also unfound) 

Obituary states he is buried in Porter Cemetary. There is a vacant

 area next to his son, Sam

Noah Skidmore (GGGFather) said to be in Percy Cemetary

But his stone is unfound also

We visited Lazarus’s tomb on a tour in Israel, 2000 years old, 

but my GGGFathers are unfound



Samuel and Josephine 

Harden

Porter’s Cemetary

Eckhart, MD

GGMother

Josephine Mosier

Samuel Harden

GGFather



James M. Skidmore

1842 - 1924

Susan E. (Weitzell)

His Wife

1843 - 1917

Buried in Frostburg

GGFather & GGMother

182d Ohio Volunteer Inf



Grandparents of David Harden

Buried in Porter’s Cemetery, Eckhart

Cluster of Harden burials



Grandparents of David Harden

Buried in Frostburg Memorial Park

In a cluster of relatives



Grandfather Elijah Skidmore

Grandmother Viola Miller

Tombstone is on hill side on the right

as you enter the Frostburg Memorial 

Park. A short walk below GGFather

James Skidmore

Cluster of Skidmores buried there.

Skidmores also buried in WV

Millers/Dursts in PA

Grandmother

Slide 25



Grandfather Elijah Skidmore

Baltimore Sun article 1957

Was a famous story teller, but these 

were tall tales;

 Two sided dog

 20 Foot Blacksnake

Grandpap was interviewed by FSTC Dr 

Howard and students, included Mrs Durney

Audio recording is at FSU



Parents of David Harden

Robert and Anna

Robert was provided the VA 

Plaque for WWII service

Buried in Frostburg, MD

Memorial Park



Interesting Issues & Examples

• Tragedy in the Mines

• Indian Bloodline

• Finding Lillian

• Cousin Butch

• Aunt Mary’s

• Family Curse







Nemacolin

Chief of Delaware band of 

Approximately 160 Indians who

resided around Will’s Town. 

Memorialized on the Frostburg 

University yearbooks

Wooden statue of Nemacolin is 

in the Nemacolin Country Club

In Beallsville, PA. Located on

the Old National Highway. 

Indian Bloodline



Chief Lonacona, son of Nemacolin, of

the Fish Clan of the Turtle Tribe of the 

Lenape Nation.  Lonacona, befriended 

Daniel Cresap and was called George 

Cresap to Protect him from Retribution

attacks. He also helped scout the Trail 

that became the National Road.

Lonacona is buried in Rawlings, MD

His daughter, Teresa born about 1793

at Ft Redstone, PA a wooden fort built 

in 1759 on the Nemacolin Trail, by 

Colonials for defense during French

 & Indian War

(Ft’s Ashby, Cumberland, Ligonier, 

Shirley, Redstone)



William Workman, 

Born about 1799

in Will’s Town, MD

Called Indian Billy, he 

was famous Indian dancer

Traded land holding for 

whiskey when he moved 

to WV

Married to Teresa (Tereca)

Related on Trimble 

and Skidmore lines



1800 Census annotated

As Will’s Town

Includes William’s 

father Andrew

(Plus unidentified)

Arnold, Trimbles

and Josiah Frost are

Also listed here



Finding Lillian



   “Finding Lillian“

July of 2014, My sister-in-law, MaryAnn Harden asked if I could help identify this lady.  
The card was in some pictures from our Mother, Anna Harden, had before she 
passed away.  MaryAnn scanned and sent me the picture and I was able to come up 
with this idea.  This is an old style photo post card popular at the beginning of the 
20th century, with the standard photo on one side and the address and stamping 
(w/o franking) on the other side.  The McKinley post card stamp places the card after 
1907, which is in keeping with the dress the young lady is wearing.  McKinley was the 
25th President, lead the country during the Spanish American War, although popular, 
he was assassinated in 1901. The stamp shows the 1901 date. It is hard to tell when 
the card was actually used due to the lack of franking, or cancellation.

The card was addressed to Grandma Viola Skidmore and annotated with the name 
"Lillian".  In the Skidmore family there was a young lady of that era named Lillian 
Lancaster.  And there is only one Lillian so that narrows this down. Lillian was the 
daughter of Ella Skidmore (Grandpop Elijah’s sister) and Grant Lancaster. Lillian was 
my Grandma's niece, and our mother Anna Skidmore Harden was a first cousin, 
although Lillian was older than our mother.  I found Lillian's birth year as 1894 on her 
tombstone. And her mother, Ella was born in 1874 according to the 1900 census.



Lillian is shown on the 1910 Census as being single and fifteen years old and is no 
longer residing at her parents’ home.  Her home was by now probably crowded and 
her schooling was done so Lillian was living with her Grandparents and helping the 
old folks.  They were then almost 70 years old. That was my Great Grandfather, 
James Skidmore who served in the Civil War.  Our Grandfather Lige is shown on the 
same Census page as living several houses away, so I am sure that Lillian was very 
well acquainted with Grandma Skidmore.  And as the only girl in her family she 
probably spent time with her Aunt Viola.

Since the stamp came out in 1907, Lillian would be maybe 13 then and  the card 
could have been used for the next few years, (In 1910 she was 15) so only guessing 
that the card was used later, (Remember Frostburg didn't get the new stamps and 
postage until the old stuff was used.  I would guess this makes Lillian about 18 at the 
time of the picture, so maybe this is her 18th birthday photo or maybe this is an 
engagement photo or wedding picture.

In the 1920 census she is living with her husband George Bennett in Garrett County 
with at least 6 children, probably married in 1914. Then by 1940 the family moved 
back to Mount Savage.  Lillian passed in 1951 and is buried in Frostburg, MD. 





Cousin Butch

My Cousin Butch was interested in his birth family.  He was 

raised with 1 brother Tom by Foster parents. At a family picnic 

in 2015 Butch asked if I could research his birth famiy.  

After a DNA test and contact, discussions with several genealogists, On-

Line forums and family we identified 5 brothers, 3 half-sisters and birth 

mother.

Strange coincidence:  I mentioned this at my home with a small 

group from church.  The Pastor was amazed.  Cousin Butch’s mother, 

Virginia is the grandmother of the pastor from Union Chapel.

The youngest of the 3 Half-sisters is the Pastor’s mother. 

Butch and brother Ed met for the first time, visited with Mother, 

met their nephew Mike and spoke with their sister Thelma in 

April 2016.  Continuing to establish ties. Have met several cousins





Family that had never 

met



Aunt Mary’s

• Aunt Mary 
• Harden side

• WWII

• Married 2 Uncles

• Aunt Mary
• Skidmore side

• Married 8 and a half times



Reiver’s Curse

Along the Scotch-English border

In the early 1500’s the church of 

England owned property but had

little presence there, and few

clergy wanted to take a posting to 

reside there with the challenge of 

a clergy of cattle rustlers, thieves

and murderers known as Reivers.

In 1525 the Reivers had become

so lawless that the Archbishop of 

Glasgow, Cumbria, Gavin Dunbar, 

put a curse upon all the Reivers

of the borderlands. 

 



The words of the curse were 

etched on the “Cursing Stone” 

and have been memorialized in

the year 2000 in the entry ramp

to the Carlisle Metro Station 

Names of the Cursed Family

Include: 

 Harden and Trimble 

The curse may be lifted if family members

Or descendants donate at the church.

Curse of the Reivers



Websites and Search Information

• Search Engines
• AOL

• Google

• Yahoo

• Amazon

• Ebay

• Specific Sites
• Ancestry.com

• Fold3.com

• Heritage Quest

• Findagrave

• NamesinStone.com

• Orgs
• Familysearch.org

• Soc Sec Death Index

• Archives.org

• EllisIsland.org

• Castlegarden

• Library of Congress

• Newspaper archives

• Dawes Commision
• American Indian



Websites and Search Information

Morgan County Facebook: 

 Morgan County WV Historical + Genealogical Society 

Email Contact:  MCHGS52@Hotmail.com

 Research Room and Archives are located in the Morgan County 
Library, 2nd Floor, near the computer desks.  Over 100 Family Histories 
and research materials are available.

Volunteers are there from 10 to 1PM on selected days of the week.
Can also make appointments.

Members meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at First UMC at 1PM

 

mailto:MCHGS52@Hotmail.com


THE END

Last Structure on property known as the Old Harden Farm



Introduction
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