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Introduction
Beall High School Class of 1970 

AA Allegany Community College

BS Ed, History Major, Frostburg State  

ÅIota Iota Chapter, National History Honors Society

US Marine Corps / US Army Retired

US Government Retired, Program Assistant

ÅChemical, Biological and Nuclear Nonproliferation

Morgan County, WV Historical and Genealogy Society

Allegany County, MD Historical and Genealogy Society

Several On-Line History Forums and Genealogy 

Associations

ÅWestern MD History, Western Maryland Genealogy

ÅMt. Savage History Website and others

Company of Military Historians
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Why Genealogy?

ÅHistory Class at ACC in 1976
ÅAssignment from Sister Mary Alice
ÅFollow On project with Esther Doerr at FSC

ÅRoots TV show airing, and was very popular

ÅPersonal Interests
ÅHistory Major
ÅAvid Reader
ÅMilitary Service

ÅBegatitudes
ÅGenesis, Chronicles, Matthew



How to Start Family Trees?

ÅStart with Yourself

ÅDates, Facts, Places

ÅSimple Family Tree

Å3 or more Generations
ÅUsually still exist

ÅHourglass Tree 

ÅUp and Down

ÅPie Charts and others

ÅFamily Name Lists











Family Name List

ÅHarden
ÅMosier
ÅLargent
ÅWinebrenner
ÅNewmeyer
ÅBernard
ÅHumbertson

ÅTrimble
ÅHook
ÅBrown
ÅArnold
ÅHouston
ÅWorkman

ÅSkidmore
ÅWeitzell

ÅCunningham
ÅHamilton
ÅCaldwell
ÅWorkman

ÅMiller
ÅDurst
ÅRecknor
ÅFerrare 



Names are often spelled differently

Given Names are problems when they repeat

 Charles, Elijah, Samuel, John, George, Elwood

Nicknames also confuse records

 Charles ï Jessie

 Jessie Earl ï Dick

 John ï Pappy

 Robert ï Mickey

 Elwood ï Eddie

Always look for Provenance

You want a high percentage of proof on names and dates

Birth and death records are good sources. 

Written sources, documents are good



Where to Start Genealogy?

ÅFamily Picnics, Stories, Christmas Letters
ÅFamily Documents, Bibles
ÅBirth, Marriage, Death Records

ÅFamily Registry Books in Asia 

ÅCemeteries
ÅMemorial Day Tradition to visit

ÅOfficial Records
ÅCourthouses, Archives, Obitituaries
ÅCensus Reports, Military Records 
ÅCommunity and College Libraries
ÅGenealogy Section, Local History Books

ÅComputer (Ancestry, MY DNA, etc)



Family Picnics



Family Picnics



Family Bibles

Harden Bible - 1875 

Belonged to John & 

Caroline Harden

Given down to:

Samuel & Josephine,

Charles & Mabel,

William & Gladys,

and now: David & Lee

Luke 22:20



HARDEN





Harden

Bible

Birth Records

3 Generations

John, born 1828 

is GGGFather of

David Harden 



Skidmore Bible

Record Page

Inside back cover says

ñPresented to Francis &

Jennet Skidmore

August the 6th 1867

 by Noah Skidmoreò

Noah born 1816

 is GGGFather of

David Harden



Trimble Bible 

On Display

At The Evergreens

Museum

Bible is circa 1887

Winfield Scott Trimble is 

Uncle to David Hardenôs

Grandmother

Mable Georgeanna Trimble



Trimble Home, the Evergreens, Mt Savage, MD 



Military Service

French & Indian Wars  Skidmore

Revolution   Durst, Recknor

War of 1812   Durst

Texas Independence        Houston

Civil War - USA & CSA     Skidmore, Durst, Trimble

Span/Am War Era  Miller

WWI    Beeghley, Harden

WWII    Harden, Skidmore

Korea    Broadwater, Spataro

     Vietnam    Harden, Skidmore, Jensen

     Gulf Wars - Today  Harden

   

Archives, Enlistments, Discharge Records



Look for Military Records

Usually have correct:

Names

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Entry Address

Physical Information

Education Information



John Skidmore

Co. Captain during 1755 

Lord Dunsmoreôs War 

Battle of Point Pleasant

Served as Colonial Judge

and Representative

Helped establish

Pendleton County in VA

GGGGGUncle 



Point Pleasant National Park, Point Pleasant, WV



ÅJohn Skidmore

ÅGGGGGUncle

ÅBuried in Pendleton 

      County WV

Other markers are 
flagstone and river 
rocks.


